
308 THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF THEOLOGY 

this. Others have failed in this respect likewise. Nevertheless, the commercial and 
legal texts must come into their own before a satisfactory history of the Babylonians 
and Assyrians can be written. 

The price of the book will, unfortunately, keep the book in the class of "reference 
books" to be purchased by the libraries of our colleges and universities. There is 
a crying need of a good history of Babylonia and Assyria for students. 

The reviewer wishes he could say that as much care had been given to the proof- 
ieading as to the writing of this work. D. D. L. 

EISZFELDT, OTTO. Krieg und Bibel. [Religionsgeschichtlicher Volksbiicher.] 
Tiibingen: Mohr, 1915. 84 pages. M. i. 

To write an objective history of the wars of Israel would be to write practically 
the entire history of Israel, at least in the pre-exilic period. Wars and rumors of war 
succeeded one another almost continuously. An almost equally large task confronts 
him who would theorize as to the place of war in Hebrew development, the legitimacy 
of the various wars, their effects upon national character, and their influence upon 
Hebrew religion. Pastor Eiszfeldt has confined himself almost entirely to the pres- 
entation of an objective and chronologically arranged list of the wars of Israel and to 
an exposition of the fact that in early Israel the wars of Israel were all also the wars of 
Yahweh, while in later Israel under the preaching of the prophets the wars of Israel 
came to be looked upon as the means employed by Yahweh to discipline and punish 
Israel for its sins. No attempt is made at any new investigation of the data; this 
lies outside of the scope of this series. But the author offers a simple and readable 
statement of the main facts in the sphere of Hebrew military activity. The attitude 
of the New Testament toward war is perhaps somewhat cursorily treated, only 13 
pages of the 84 being allotted to it. J. M. P. S. 

The Codex Alexandrinus [Royal MS I D V-VIII] in Reduced Photographic Fac- 
simile. Old Testament: Part I, Genesis-Ruth. London: British Museum, 
1915. ?i i5s. net. 

The first autotype facsimile of Alexandrinus was published in four volumes, 
running from 1879 to 1883. The plates of this reproduced the pages of the manuscript 
in full size. The work was done under the editorial supervision of E. Maunde Thomp- 
son. In 90o9, the reduced facsimile of that portion of the manuscript containing the 
New Testament and the Clementine Epistles appeared. The present volume is a con- 
tinuation of this latter enterprise and will be followed by three more parts, completing 
the Old Testament and the codex. The editorship of this facsimile is in the competent 
hands of F. G. Kenyon. It is hardly necessary to say that the work has been splendidly 
done. The photography is beyond praise. The size of the plates represents a reduc- 
tion of about one-third from the original. This does not diminish the value of the 
facsimile for practical purposes, the type remaining clear and distinct; but it makes a 
lower price possible and so brings the ownership of the facsimile within reach of many 
scholars for whom the larger edition was out of the question. One advantage of the 
reduced facsimile is the editor's addition at the foot of each plate of the chapter and 
verses contained on the plate. This greatly facilitates ready reference. 

Now that it is coming to be generally recognized that no single codex or edition 

represents the original Septuagint and that said original can be attained, even approxi- 
mately, only after a long and patient labor of comparison and classification of manu- 
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